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Electronic cigarette debate
has one-sided turnout
A debate last night over electronic cigarettes had a one-sided

turnout when the opposition declined to participate.
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Generally a debate requires a two sides: a proponent side and an
opponent side. The Lung Association Nova Scotia was unable to fill
opponent chairs for its debate-style public forum about electronic
cigarettes or “personal vaporizers” as most users call them.

At the debate on Tuesday night at the NSCC Institute of Technology
campus in the north end of Halifax, there was a strong proponent side of
vape users but not a single opponent to be found, over all around 30
people showed up to voice opinions.

“I think (opponents) missed an opportunity,” said Louis Brill, the CEO and
president of the association. It had contacted several different
organizations such as the provincial health department and Smoke Free
Nova Scotia to participate, hoping the diversity would spark a lively,
educated debate. Brill said opponents of the issue declined the invitation
or backed out earlier in the day.

Krista McMullin, Tobacco Reduction Strategy Co-ordinator for Smoke
Free Nova Scotia, declined to say why the organization refused to
participate but said it “had issued a position statement” on its website.

A document on the organization’s site states that vaporizers “have not
gone through the consumer safety testing processes” and their
effectiveness “has not been adequately scientifically demonstrated.”

An excerpt from the second paragraph of Smoke Free NS states that
electronic nicotine delivery systems (ENDS) have not had the consumer
safety testing in order to be approved by Health Canada. They also noted
that there is no adequate scientific evidence whether ENDS are helpful in
stopping smoking.

The Nova Scotia Department of Health stated in an email that it had
several reasons for declining the invitation, including that it does not
“negotiate with the tobacco industry” and has already made its position
on e-cigarettes clear. It said the government would bring forward
legislation in the spring and people would have an opportunity to
comment then.

Many of the vape users and vendors that were present at the debate
were disappointed to see no opposing side.

Shai Connors, owner of The End vapour shop in New Glasgow, N.S.,
spoke at the event.

Connors received a cease and desist order from Health Canada earlier
this year for violating the Food and Drugs Act, yet still remains open for
her 6,000 customers.

Despite the lack of turnout for the opposition side of the debate, the event
went on with its five major discussion points. The night began with harm
reduction,cessation of smoking and renormalization. The discussions
ended with regulation and some final comments from guests.

The debate was not all one sided as some of the guests voiced concerns
such as child education and the effects of vapour on others. The most
contested issue of the night however was the definition of the cessation
of smoking, and what ceasing to smoke really means.

“We contacted everyone,” said Brill, who hoped the Lung Association
would be able to gather information on the topic from the debate. “We did
look at both sides.”
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Richard Moquin, owner of JR Custom Turnings, explains his views as someone who uses a

vape. (Photo: Heather Brimicombe)
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