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Dal welcomes new first
responders society
The Dalhousie Campus Medical Response Team brings new

hands-on society for those interested in first aid.
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Searching for a society that could give him hands-on medical experience,
Anthony Saikali created his own society instead.

The Dalhousie Campus Medical Response Team is a first responders
society that will provide rapid medical assistance at events around
campus. The idea came to Saikali after hearing about similar societies at
other schools, such as the University of Waterloo and McGill University.

In September, Saikali set up a relationship with Saint John Ambulance to
get the society off the ground.

“The first meeting in, they were really excited,” said Saikali. The
organization has offered to help the first responders society with training
and certification of members, as well as start-up costs such as some
medical equipment they may need and vests to identify themselves. The
society is the Dalhousie branch of Saint John Ambulance.

The organization will offer free training to members of the society for
Standard First Aid as well as Advanced Medical First Response training.
Each of these courses regularly cost a hundred dollars or more each.

Saikali  also made a connection with Dalhousie Security, which already
operates as first responders on campus.

“Our security officers are trained as medical first responders,” said Jake
MacIsaac of Dalhousie Security Services. Because of this, the security
guards are usually able to respond to a situation before an ambulance or
paramedics arrive.

Although the society and security services still have to iron out the details
of their partnership, each group has hopes for where it can take them.

MacIsaac mentions that some other schools with organizations such as
these regularly compete in competitions against each other.

“They use it as preventative outreach as well,” he said.

Dal’s security team responds to eight to 10 medical calls a week
spanning everything from falls to alcohol incidents to chest pains.

Once fully up and running, the society will have an executive council of
seven people as well as a council. Saikali is not just looking for medical
and science students, he wants to see arts students involved, as well as
students from the University of King’s College, whose students take
courses at Dal.

The society is planning to hold a meeting on Feb. 10 at 7 p.m. in Room
303 of the Dalhousie Student Union Building to open up the application
process and share more information.

So far more than 90 people have come forth to show interest within four
days of the recent society fair held at Dal.

“That was really exciting,” said Saikali.
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Anthony Saikali, founder of the Dalhousie Campus Medical Response Team, welcomes

members from all degrees and programs. (Photo: Heather Brimicombe)
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