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Quebec activists in town to
rally students
Groups gathered at Dal to organize and recruit people for the

Peoples’ Social Forum.

Heather Brimicombe
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During a meeting at the Dalhousie Grad House Friday, organizers
presented the opportunity for Atlantic citizens to participate in the
upcoming Peoples’ Social Forum, which will be held in Ottawa Aug. 21 to
24 this year.

Roger Rashi, a co-ordinator for the forum, and Jeremie Bédard-Wien, a
Quebec students’ strike leader, were in Halifax to speak at the Dal
College of Sustainability public lecture the night before.

The Peoples’ Social Forum is a regular meeting of activists trying to come
up with alternatives to a “neoliberal agenda” of globalization.

“This is going to be the first social forum held in Canada that will address
issues coast to coast,” said Rashi. “We’re hoping that hundreds of people
come from Nova Scotia.”

Rashi said he would like to see a big portion of that number be
represented by university students.

Aaron Beale, a Dal sociology student, said activists need to come to
together to advance their interests.

“Unity is the only thing that has ever caused governments to listen to
people,” said Beale

The meeting, meant to bring together activists and union supporters, had
an attendance of around 25 people interested in creating a regional
support group for the forum.

Rashi hopes to get some student involvement for the forum through
student groups, as well as individual students who have concerns
involving many different movements.

“I think for student activists this would be a tremendous opportunity,” said
Rashi.

The idea of the forum is to involve many different groups ranging from
individual activists, organizations, and people that would like to learn
more about issues, engage in discussion and debate.

Within the forum there will also be many caucuses representing different
ages, races, and social groups. Among First Nation and environmental
caucuses there will also be a youth caucus to speak to and represent the
issues of young people across the country.
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Roger Rashi, Jeremie Bédard-Wien and Aaron Beale talk about the Peoples’ Social Forum.
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