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Franziska Gerhardt is spending the holidays away from
home.

(Photo by Heather Brimicombe)

The winter break is supposed to be a time when university students go back to their homes and
celebrate the holidays with their families—but that’s not always the case.

While many students pack up and catch a drive, train or flight home, they leave behind some of
their classmates. Each year there are many international students who stay behind, on and off
campus, often for financial reasons.

Franziska Gerhardt, from Germany, is a master’s student who is also teaching at Dalhousie
University. This year will be the first time Gerhardt has not spent Christmas with her family.

“It’s going to be strange,” she said.

Her plan originally was to stay in Halifax with some friends for the holidays and experience a
Canadian Christmas. The plan quickly changed when most of her friends decided they were going
to go home.

To avoid the expense of booking a last-minute ticket, she decided to stay in Halifax for most of the
holiday break.

Gerhardt will be missing her family’s Christmas tradition of family and food while away.

Celebrating on Dec. 24, her family spends most of the day together with her grandparents and
extended family.

A lot of food is involved in their Christmas tradition such as, Thüringer Bratwürste, which is a type
of sausage specific to her part of Germany.

“We eat a lot,” said Gerhardt, “I will miss the salad my grandmother will make.”  The salad is filled
with sausage, potato, fish and mandarins—a treat only made on Christmas.

“It’s strange for me not to have it,” said Gerhardt, who is planning to Skype her family. “I think I’m
going to cry.”

Gerhardt is not the only student who will be spending the break away from home.

Hassan Almalki, in his second year at Dalhousie University, will likely be spending this holiday
break in Halifax for the second year in a row. The engineering student is originally from Saudi
Arabia.

“Halifax has so many students,” said Almalki, and when they leave for the holidays, “it’s kind of
empty.”

Last year he and some friends who also stayed in Halifax spent most of their time watching movies
at home and in theatres, as well as exploring Halifax.

“There’s not much to do,” said Almalki.

Flights home are expensive for Almalki costing from $1,700 to $2,000 for a trip home and back.
It’s cheaper to take a trip to the Dominican Republic or Cuba.

As a part of a Muslim family who does not celebrate Christmas, the pressure to go home is not as
high for Almalki. That does not mean he does not miss home though.

“I feel homesick now,” he said.

Both Saint Mary’s and Mount Saint Vincent universities allow their international students who live
on residence to stay on campus during the break. Saint Mary’s students have a Christmas dinner
put on by part of the university, to help ensure the holidays are not so glum.

Franziska Gerhardt will not have to spend Christmas alone, though.

The southern German native and a friend are planning a trip beginning at New York City for
Christmas and ending in Niagara Falls for New Year’s Eve.

“We will try to make it a nice Christmas,” said Gerhardt. “Maybe we can make a new tradition.”

 

SEARCH  

ARCHIVES

February 2014
January 2014
December 2013
November 2013

GOING PLACES / WEEK 2

Spending the holidays far from home
By Heather Brimicombe on Nov 14, 2013

Previous post
Halifacts: It's about time

Next post
Local book lovers come together

http://halifaxcommoner.kingsjournalism.com/?cat=6
http://halifaxcommoner.kingsjournalism.com/?cat=33
http://halifaxcommoner.kingsjournalism.com/?cat=10
http://halifaxcommoner.kingsjournalism.com/?cat=9
http://halifaxcommoner.kingsjournalism.com/?cat=12
http://halifaxcommoner.kingsjournalism.com/?cat=13
http://halifaxcommoner.kingsjournalism.com/?page_id=1555
http://halifaxcommoner.kingsjournalism.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/11/Franziska-Gerhardt-CLR-post-image.jpg
http://halifaxcommoner.kingsjournalism.com/?m=201402
http://halifaxcommoner.kingsjournalism.com/?m=201401
http://halifaxcommoner.kingsjournalism.com/?m=201312
http://halifaxcommoner.kingsjournalism.com/?m=201311
http://halifaxcommoner.kingsjournalism.com/
http://twitter.com/halifaxcommoner
https://www.facebook.com/pages/The-Halifax-Commoner/197412498295
http://halifaxcommoner.kingsjournalism.com/?cat=14
http://halifaxcommoner.kingsjournalism.com/?cat=15
http://facebook.com/share.php?u=http://halifaxcommoner.kingsjournalism.com/?p=707&t=Spending+the+holidays+far+from+home
http://twitter.com/home?status=Spending%20the%20holidays%20far%20from%20home%20http://tinyurl.com/ppzhmur
http://digg.com/submit?phase=2&url=http://halifaxcommoner.kingsjournalism.com/?p=707&title=Spending%20the%20holidays%20far%20from%20home
http://stumbleupon.com/submit?url=http://halifaxcommoner.kingsjournalism.com/?p=707&title=Spending+the+holidays+far+from+home
http://halifaxcommoner.kingsjournalism.com/?author=7
http://halifaxcommoner.kingsjournalism.com/?p=701
http://halifaxcommoner.kingsjournalism.com/?p=611

